C-POU.2

	Reference Number
	C-POU.2

	Module Title
	Meat poultry health, welfare and production

	Category and Value
	C – 10 credits

	Study Hours
	100


Introduction

This module can be taken as a free-standing module, or as part of the Certificate in Advanced Veterinary Practice.  
Candidates working towards the designated Certificate in Advanced Veterinary Practice (Poultry) will need to complete A-FAVP.1 Foundations in Advanced Veterinary Practice, B-PAP.2 Production Animal Practice, and the three C-POU modules. Candidates may choose any B or C module from any discipline for their free choice module and are advised to consult the list of available modules for the complete set of options. Upon completion of all the necessary modules, a further synoptic assessment will also be required.

Candidates are recommended to complete A-FAVP.1 Foundations in Advanced Veterinary Practice and B-PAP.2 Production Animal Practice prior to this module, as they provide the essential postgraduate training in literature critique and evidence-based medicine, and fundamental training in reflective and evidence-based writing, and clinical reasoning, required for assessments. 

Aims 

The aims of this module are to develop the depth and breadth of the candidate’s knowledge and understanding of the health, welfare and production of meat producing poultry; and
to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to critically evaluate their own standards of practice and develop strategies for continuous improvement in the future.

Structure

See content section.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of the module, you should be able to:

1. Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of meat poultry production systems in the UK (chickens, turkeys and ducks).

2. Critically appraise the complex interactions between management, breeding, genetics, nutrition, environment, behaviour, health, welfare, productivity, food quality and food safety of meat production poultry

3. Critically appraise current approaches to diagnosing diseases affecting meat production poultry, incorporating in-depth knowledge of infectious (including notifiable) and non-infectious poultry disease and the effect of these on poultry health, welfare and production

4. Design, execute and monitor biosecurity and flock health programmes for meat production poultry flocks

5. Demonstrate an in-depth understanding preventive and therapeutic management of poultry disease in meat production poultry flocks, including non-pharmaceutical/pharmaceutical or biological products in UK, and their usage and limitations

6. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the legislation, assurance schemes, practice codes/guidance relating to meat production poultry health, management, welfare, food safety and zoonoses

7. Critically evaluate the literature in order that evidence-based medicine underpins decision-making processes

Module Content

This module covers all aspects of management and welfare during production, including:
•
Ventilation
•
Feeding
•
Water
•
Disease diagnosis and control
•
Therapeutics and vaccine programmes
•
Antimicrobial resistance
•
Welfare outcome assessments
•
Biosecurity and traceability
•
Nutrition and poultry feed production
•
Lighting and lighting programs
•
Assurance schemes and codes of practice for standard, free range and organic production schemes
•
Food safety and zoonotic agent monitoring

Most major diseases and their diagnosis:
•
Viral diseases
•
Bacterial diseases
•
Fungal disease
•
Protozoal diseases
•
Parasites and parasitic diseases
•
Toxicity
•
Metabolic disorders
•
Nutritional disorders and deficiencies
•
Zoonoses
•
Miscellaneous diseases

Laboratory procedures and methods:
•
Post Mortem
•
Serology
•
Virology
•
Bacteriology
•
Molecular biological techniques
•
Histopathology
•
Limitations of diagnostic techniques

Preventative programmes:
•
Biosecurity and a Health Plan
•
Prophylactic treatment
•
Immunology
•
Vaccines and vaccination
•
Vaccination techniques
•
Surveillance and monitoring

Therapy:
•
Antimicrobial
•
Alternative therapies
•
Metabolic
•
Supportive
•
Administration principles & techniques

Food safety:
•
Monitoring
•
Significance 
•
Preventative strategies
This module will also incorporate the generic skills of evidence-based medicine, clinical reasoning, literature review and critique, communication, clinical audit and reflection.
Assessment Strategy

The assessment strategy is suggested and can be adapted by the provider to achieve the learning outcomes listed above.

Assessment strategies may include:

· Case logs

· Skills and audit reflections

· Case reports

· Journal reviews

· Essays

· Exams

The assessment strategy should be stipulated on the accreditation application.
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