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Introduction

Coverage of this module may be integrated with others, particularly other B and C modules.  All candidates will normally have completed A-FAVP.1 Foundations of Advanced Veterinary Practice module, and at least one of the practice B modules, before undertaking a C module, although candidates can choose to work through modules in a different order if they wish.  In whichever order modules are tackled, compliance with best practice for all the topics covered by module A-FAVP.1 will be expected whenever these are appropriate in C modules.  For example, awareness of, and compliance with, all relevant legislation, welfare and ethical principles will be required throughout.

For a designated Certificate in Advanced Veterinary Practice (Veterinary Public Health) candidates must complete this module, two further C-VPH or C-VEPI modules, a fourth 10 credit module and an RCVS synoptic assessment.  It can be also taken as a free standing module.


Aims 

Demonstrate an understanding of the responsibilities of the official veterinarian, regulatory bodies, assurance schemes and industry in protecting the welfare of food producing animals.


Learning Outcomes

1. Legislative Objective: Animal welfare at the level of production, transport and slaughter.

Legislation
0. Demonstrate a basic understanding of:
· the purpose of animal welfare regulations relating to farms, transport and livestock markets e.g. WOFAR[footnoteRef:1], WAMO[footnoteRef:2] [1:  The Welfare of Farmed Animals Regulations 2007 (as amended)]  [2:  Welfare of Animals at Market Order 1990] 

· legislative responsibilities arising from WOFAR, WAMO, PAA including the responsibilities of other enforcement agencies.

0. Demonstrate a general understanding of:
· the principles and definitions of animal welfare

0. Demonstrate a detailed understanding of:
· the purpose of WATO[footnoteRef:3], EU 1/2005[footnoteRef:4], WATOK (Scotland) 2012[footnoteRef:5], WATOK (Wales) 2014[footnoteRef:6], EU 1099/2009[footnoteRef:7] [3:  Welfare of Animals (Transport) Order 2006]  [4:  Council Regulation no 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport and related operations]  [5:  The Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing (Scotland) Regulation 2012]  [6:  The Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing (Wales) Regulation 2014]  [7:  Council Regulation no 1099/2009 on the protection of animals at the time of killing] 

· legislative responsibilities arising from WATO.
· the enforcement processes for animal welfare non-compliances.

Welfare application
0. Demonstrate a general understanding of how to identify signs of welfare compromise on farms, during transport, at markets, during slaughter and during ante- and post mortem inspection.

0. Demonstrate a detailed understanding of:
· the assessment of welfare on farm, during transport, on arrival at markets and abattoirs and at ante-mortem inspection.
· the signs of effective/ineffective stunning and methods of assessing correct stunning and/or killing in livestock species (including poultry).
· the different methods of stunning and killing (mechanical, electrical and gaseous) for livestock and poultry, including the physiology of stunning, and factors affecting the effectiveness of stunning.
·  slaughter without stunning.

	Other welfare matters
0. Demonstrate a general understanding of:
· the role of the OV, in relation to animal welfare
·  the role of the FSA, APHA and OV’s in issuing certificates of competency, assessment, suspension and revocation process.
· the precautionary principle and consumer concerns of animal welfare in the food chain
· the relevance of on farm production to the fitness of food for human consumption produced from animals
· understanding of the interrelations between farm level circumstances and the health of animals.

1. Legislative Objective: Good Farming Practices

0. Demonstrate a basic understanding of:
· the relevance of Good Farming Practice (GFP).
· different Farm Assurance Schemes in the UK and how they work.
· The statutory management requirements of the revised CAP

0. Demonstrate a general understanding of: 
· the role of Food Business Operators (FBOs) and their responsibilities prior to harvesting.
· the purpose of the clean livestock policy.
· the legal requirements relating to good farming practices, such as the proper use of veterinary drugs and feed additives, including withdrawal periods, records on treatment given to animals, diseases diagnosed on farms, farming restrictions etc; 
· the requirements in Annex 1 of (EC) No 852/2004 – General hygiene requirements for primary production and associated operations.
· the purpose and value of food chain information, including inspection results and the effective movement of information in both directions.


Assessment Strategy

The assessment strategy is suggested and can be adapted by the provider to achieve the learning outcomes listed above.

 Assessment strategies may include:
· Case logs
· Skills and audit reflections
· Case reports
· Journal reviews
· Essays
· Exams
 
The assessment strategy should be stipulated on the accreditation application.
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