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Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018

Veterinary Inspector’s Report – for England
	Name of Local Authority:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Name and address of Riding Establishment:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Any other address associated with Riding Establishment (if relevant):

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Name of owner and address:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Name of manager and address (if different from above):

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	Date:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………



This inspection must only be carried out by veterinary surgeons who are on the list of inspectors held by the RCVS (see Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018 paragraph 4 (4)).

This report should be completed with reference to the RCVS Guidance for Local Authorities and their Riding Establishments Inspectors in England – https://www.rcvs.org.uk/document-library/riding-establishment-guidelines-england/, as well as the DEFRA Guidance notes for conditions for hiring out horses –https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-activities-licensing-guidance-for-local-authorities/hiring-out-horses-licensing-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities

Description of business(es) operating from these premises (indicate all that apply)
Licensable activities i.e. involving horses/ponies/donkeys/mules/hinnies hired for riding or instruction in riding

	Riding school using school’s own horses or part liveries
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Hacking horses for hire
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Hunters for hire
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Trekking horses and ponies
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Trail riding horses and ponies
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Polo ponies hired for practice, instruction or match playing
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Beach donkeys or ponies
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Ponies for pony parties involving riding
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Club including riding as part of membership
	YES
	
	NO
	

	College including riding as part of curriculum
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Horses provided on long-term leases for riding
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Other business (please specify)
……………………………………………………………………..................................................................................................................................
	YES
	
	NO
	



	Are any of the activities above seasonal?
	YES
	
	NO
	






If ‘yes’, please specify what happens to the horses/ponies/donkeys/mules/hinnies out of season, specifically, where are they housed and whether these facilities are available for inspection or not?.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Other activities not requiring a licence: 

	Riding instruction on rider’s own horse or pony
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Livery yard for privately owned horses and ponies
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Training establishment for private horses or ponies
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Horses for sale (not for hire)
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Breeding establishment or stud
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Farm
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Horses for driving
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Ponies for pony parties not involving riding
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Other animal establishment (specify)
............................................................……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Other business (specify)
...............................................................................……………………………………………………………………………………..........................
	YES
	
	NO
	



A. The horses

N.B. For ease, the remaining sections of this form refer to horses but this is taken to include ponies, donkeys, mules and hinnies. Horses which are not on the list attached to the licence cannot be used until the licence holder has provided evidence that a vet has deemed them fit for purpose AND the local authority has varied the licence.
						

1. Total number of horses on the premises



2. Number of horses under 3 years old

3. Number of horses on the premises used wholly or partly (part livery) for licensable activities as indicated above



4. Number of horses not used for licensable activities 



5. Maximum number of horses to be kept for the licensable activities at any time, based on the facilities and staffing levels 





Manager / Owner’s declaration

I hereby confirm that I have presented for inspection all horses as referred to under A3 above.

Signed							

Date				
(Manager/Owner)



The Inspection

NB: All section references relate to the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018.

B. Horse inspection: Schedule 2: 5, 6, 7 & 9; Schedule 5: 5 & 6

ALL horses on the premises may, at the decision of the veterinary inspector, be inspected under the Regulations. All horses in A3 above must be inspected and it is strongly recommended that these horses are seen fully tacked up.

Inspectors should use the ‘Schedule of Horses Inspected’ attached to this report to provide additional notes on the condition of each individual horse. 

	Condition / Guidance notes
	Comments

	1. Are the horses:
	a. Visited at suitable intervals (which must be at least once a day if turned out, and at least twice daily if stabled)?
	

	2. 
	a. Adequately rested, as evidenced by the daily work records?   
	

	
	b. Adequately exercised, as evidenced by the daily work records?
	

	
	c. Adequately protected from disease, as evidenced by the preventative healthcare plan agreed with the appointed veterinarian?
	

	
	d. Adequately groomed?
	

	
	e. Supplied with sufficient clean bedding?
	

	
	f. Supplied with sufficient and appropriate food and water?
	

	
	g. Supplied with constant access to plentiful water?
	

	2. Has an area suitable for inspecting the horses been provided (this must include a semi-dark enclosure for eyes/heart, and a reasonably level firm surface for trotting up on)?
	

	3. Is the farrier and foot care satisfactory?
	

	4. Are there records to show that each horse has had a dental check with a vet or qualified EDT in the last twelve months?
	

	5. 
	a. Are there passports present and available for every horse?
	

	
	b. Have microchips been scanned and cross referenced against each passport?
	

	6. Is there a satisfactory infectious disease control programme?
	

	a. Are the horses routinely vaccinated against:

	Tetanus?
	

	b. 
	Influenza?
	

	c. 
	Other (specify)
	

	d. If no, was vaccination against disease discussed?

Please note that vaccination is not a legal requirement under the Regulations, but veterinary inspectors should indicate whether this was discussed.
	

	7. 
	a. Is there a biosecurity plan agreed with a veterinarian which includes the ability to isolate for up to 21 days?    
	

	
	b. Is there provision for isolation of new horses?
	

	
	c. Are any other precautionary biosecurity steps taken?
	

	8. Is there a satisfactory parasite control programme?
	a. Faecal worm counts?
	

	
	b. Tapeworm/cyathostome ELISA testing?
	

	
	c. Strategic worming?
	

	
	d. Pasture management e.g. dung removal?
	

	9. Is there adequate Equine First Aid equipment available?
	

	10. Are the horses generally in good condition?
	

	11. Do they appear suitable and capable of the work required of them?
	

	12. Have any injured or sick horses, or horses otherwise incapable of work, been found during the inspection?
	


						
C. Saddlery and tack: Schedule 5: 4 (2), 6 and 7

	Condition / Guidance notes
	Comments

	1. Is there adequate storage for the saddlery and other tack/equipment?
	

	2. Is saddlery/tack free from signs of defect or damage likely to cause suffering to the horse and/or accident to the rider?
	

	3. Are there records to show that the saddles have been regularly and properly checked for correct fit. This is especially important with young and older horses whose shapes will be changing.
	

	4. Is the type of bitting used appropriate?
	

	5. Is the saddlery/tack suitable for use on the horses on these premises?
	





D. The premises  

	Condition / Guidance notes
	Comments

	1. General
Schedule 2: 5 (1)
	a. Are all areas, equipment and appliances to which the horses have access presented with minimal risks of injury, disease or escape?
	

	
	b. Are they all constructed in materials that are robust, safe and durable?
	

	
	c. Are they in a good state of repair and maintained in a clean and tidy state?
	

	2. Housing / stabling
Schedule 2: 5 and 6 
	a. For horses in stables/loose boxes, do they have sufficient room to lie down, get up and turn around easily?
	

	
	b. For horses in stalls, do they have room to lie down and get up; and is there sufficient space behind for them to back out with ease?
	

	
	c. Is there sufficient clean, non-dusty bedding to encourage the occupant to lie down?
	

	
	d. Does any rubber matting appear to have been regularly cleaned and is there a small amount of bedding also available?
	

	
	e. Are all ceilings/roofs high enough (suggested 60-90cm above ears as a minimum) to allow good air flow, and to avoid injury to the head or ears?
	

	
	f. Are all passageways sufficiently wide to allow horses to be led safely past each other?
	

	
	g. Is all timber of good quality and well maintained, with any damaged areas sealed or over clad?
	

	
	h. Are all interior surfaces even and impervious, and able to be disinfected where appropriate?
	

	
	i. Do all floors have a non-slip, solid surface?
	

	
	j. Are there any sharp or rough edges, projections or other injury hazards?
	

	
	k. (i) If solid stable doors are used, are they strong enough to resist impact and close securely?  Do they open outwards, or through a sliding mechanism?
	

	
	(ii) If alternative ‘doors’ are used (e.g. slip-rail), describe them and state whether you consider them suitable?
	

	
	l. Is the height of the stable door such that its occupant can look out easily and comfortably?
	

	
	m. Are all gaps and apertures small enough to prevent any part of the horse becoming entrapped?
	

	
	n. Are all windows and fittings safety glass or mesh protected, and is there satisfactory air flow?
	

	
	o. Is drainage effective, such that there is no standing or pooling of liquids?
	

	
	p. Do all stables/stalls open onto a secure area so that horses cannot escape from the premises?
	

	
	q. Is there a constant supply of clean drinking water in each stable/stall?
	

	
	r. Is adequate artificial lighting available?
	

	3. Penning 
Schedule 2: 5 (1) & (2)

	For horses kept in exercise or turnout pens for any part of the day:
	a. Is the surface dry and safe?
	

	
	
	b. Is there adequate windbreak or shelter?
	

	
	
	c. Is there an adequate securely fixed water supply?
	

	4. Pony lines
Schedule 2: 5 (1)

	Are all pony lines/tie up areas safe and well maintained?
	

	5. Turnout
Schedule 2: 5 (1) & (2) and 6 (5)
Schedule 5: 5
	a. Is the pasture adequate for the number of horses?
	

	
	b. Is it free from dangerous objects and poisonous plants/weeds?
	

	
	c. Is the fencing safe and well maintained?
	

	
	d. Is there an adequate supply of clean water always available?
	

	
	e. Are all water troughs/buckets securely fixed at a height accessible for all, and at a site where there are minimal access risks?
	

	
	f. Is there safe shelter (either natural or purpose built) sufficient for all the animals, and suitable for all adverse weather conditions?
	

	
	g. Is the access/egress of all field shelters sufficiently wide for at least two horses at a time?
	

	
	h. Is there evidence of means of supplementary feeding, alternative forage and/or back up grazing if needed?
	

	
	i. Are the field gates robust and safe, and easy to open, close and secure?
	

	6. Teaching facilities
Schedule 2: 5 (1); Schedule 5: 4 (3)

	a. Is there:

· an indoor school? 
· an outdoor arena?
· paddock for teaching? 
· a safe suitable area for initial rider assessment?
	

	
	b. Are the boundary walls/fences constructed and maintained to avoid injury to horse and rider?
	

	
	c. Is the riding surface properly maintained and suitable for purpose?
	

	
	d. Is it well drained and free of standing water?
	

	
	e. Is there a good clear access and egress point?
	

	
	f. Are there adequate provisions to prevent horses from escaping onto public land?
	

	
	g. Is all arena equipment (such as jumps) stored safely out of the way when not in use?
	

	7. Feed
Schedule 2: 6 
Schedule 5: 4 (2) & 5 




	a. Are there suitable storage facilities for feed, bedding and stable equipment and saddlery?
	

	
	b. Is all feed stored away from risk of vermin in a cool dry place?
	

	
	c. Are all feed bins/containers clean and dry, and robustly labelled as to their contents?
	

	
	d. Are the feed preparation facilities adequate?
	

	
	e. Is there a plan/record of feeding for each horse?
	

	
	f. Are there adequate hand-washing facilities?
	

	
	g. Are body condition scores regularly monitored?
	

	8. PPE and Veterinary
Schedule 2: 9
Schedule 5: 7 & 10

	a. Are there appropriate isolation facilities for sick, injured or potentially infectious horses?
	

	b. 
	c. Does all PPE equipment appear in good safe condition and suitable for use?
	

	d. 
	e. Do all riding hats appear in good condition and up to current safety standards? Are they stored in a suitable manner?
	

	f. 
	g. Is all PPE equipment stored in a clean safe dry environment?
	

	h. 
	i. Are there adequate equine and human first aid kits on site (including a portable version of the latter)?
	

	j. 
	k. Are all POMs kept in a safe lockable container? Is there a nominated key holder/issuer of medication?
	

	l. 
	m. If sharps are used is there a yellow sharps container kept in a secure safe location?
	

	n. 
	o. Are there suitable cleaning/disinfectant products, and are these kept in a safe location, out of the reach of the horses?
	

	9. Other
Schedule 2: 4 (1); 5 (6) and 9 (5)
Schedule 5: 4 (1)

	a. Is the muck heap at least 10 meters from any stables, and is there evidence that it is removed regularly?
	

	
	b. Are there any concerns of contamination of waterways by the muck heap?
	

	
	c. Is there access to safe shelter appropriate for seasonal conditions for all the horses, either natural or purpose built? This can include off site facilities.
	

	
	d. If any transportation is involved, such as with some pony parties, are you satisfied that this is done without any unnecessary risk of pain, suffering, injury or disease – and is done according to regulations laid down in current legislation?
	

	10. General 
Schedule 2: 5 (2)
	Are you satisfied that the horses are being kept at all times in an environment which is suitable with respect to:

	a. their behavioural needs
	

	
	
	b. their environment, space, air quality, cleanliness and ambient temperature
	

	
	
	c. the water supply and quality
	

	
	
	d. noise level
	

	
	
	e. light levels
	

	
	
	f. ventilation
	



E. Statutory notices and emergency procedures: Schedule 2: 1, 9 (8) & 10; Schedule 5: 2 (1) and 3

Are the following clearly and prominently displayed at the premises? 1 and 2 to be on a public facing area, such as at the entrance to the establishment.

	Condition / Guidance notes
	Comments

	1. Full name and postal address, with telephone number, of licence holder or other person with management responsibilities in respect of the activity
	

	2. Copy of the licence
	

	3. Certificate of public liability insurance	
	

	4. Certificate of employer’s liability insurance (if applicable)
	

	5. Own veterinary surgeon’s contact details, including out of hours if different
	

	6. Instructions as to action to be taken in the event of a fire or other emergency
	

	7. ‘No smoking’ signs
	

	8. Are there adequate fire alarms present?
	

	9. Are firefighting appliances available (water buckets, hoses, fire extinguishers)?
	

	10. Have any obvious fire hazards been detected?
	

	11. Are all entrances and fire exits clear of any obstructions?
	

	12. Are all external doors and gates lockable?
	





F. Management and staffing: Schedule 2: 4 (2); Schedule 5: 2

	Condition / Guidance notes
	Comments

	1. To the best of your knowledge, is the applicant and/or the designated manager, plus any staff employed to care for the horses, competent to identify the normal behaviour and health of the horses in their care, and to take steps to mitigate or prevent any issues which may arise?       
	

	2. Is the current licence holder or the new applicant qualified to hold a licence, as per these requirements:
	a.  Does he/she hold an appropriate formal qualification?

	

	
	b. Does he/she have sufficient demonstrable experience, as evidenced by:

i) the fact that he/she has previously successfully held a RE licence;
	

	
	ai) if the applicant is new, prior sight of an appropriate CV &/or suitable professional references already provided by the LA.
	

	3. Is the applicant/licence holder also the owner and/or the manager?
	




G. The licence

All recommendations made should be set out in a separate covering letter attached to this report when it is returned to the local licensing authority. 

If it is recommended that no licence be issued, please specify in the covering letter the reasons for this. 

	Guidance notes
	Comments

	1. Are the premises suitable within the terms of the Regulations?
	

	2. New applicants – does the premise meet all the minimum standards? 
	

	3. Are there any recommendations for improvements based on minor failings (not applicable to new licence holders), which do not compromise animal welfare, but which must be addressed before the next inspection?
	

	4. Should a licence be issued?
	




H. Higher standards


	Condition / Guidance notes
	Comments
	Higher standard met?

	Part B – Required
1. There must be an option for a permanent individual turnout paddock or pen. This will give horses their own area for grazing or turnout if needed because of ill-health or domination by other horses.
	
	

	2. Horses must be inspected at least once out of hours, for example between 6pm and 8am.
	
	

	The following additional required higher standards are covered by the local authority inspector, although some input may be required:

	3. All horses must have a structured management and care programme to include their exercise needs. It should include suitable alternatives for those not able to exercise, such as extra grooming or physiotherapy.
	
	

	4. Each horse will have its own specific care plan detailing their age and any health related conditions.  
	
	

	5. Records must show individual monitoring and training plans for horses with training needs to improve their use within a riding school. This must be accompanied with evidence of regular and effective checks with the saddler for comfort and fit.
	
	

	6. Initial assessments must be carried out for new riders. The details of the assessment must be recorded.
	
	

	7. A documented risk assessment must be available for all equipment.  Examples include:  horse clippers; horse walker; yard blowers; arena levelling equipment; any extra therapy based machines or equipment
	
	

	8. A documented risk assessment must be available for activities, including Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) needs. It must include the need for PPE for different tasks and situations.
	
	



	Condition / Guidance notes
	Comments
	Higher standard met?

	Part B – Optional
1. There must be a separate secure, clean and well-lit veterinary inspection area for safe access to inspect a horse.
	
	

	2. There must be separate well lit, lockable, purpose built feed room with water available and additional storage for supplements.
	
	

	3. A competent person must be on site at all times.
	
	

	4. Records must show individual health plans and monitoring of the dietary needs of horses. Monthly body condition scoring must be recorded - if is not optimum, advice must be sought from a vet or expert equine nutritionist. This advice must be documented.
	
	

	5. There must be a legible and up to date feed chart on display. It must show the correct feeding amounts for individual horses.
	
	



Veterinary Inspector’s declaration


I hereby confirm that I am a current member of the Riding Establishments Inspectorate as maintained by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and that this inspection has been carried out in accordance with the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018.

Name of veterinary inspector: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Date:………………………………………………………………………………………..
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